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Official Bio-data

Her Majesty the Queen Mother Gyalyum Sangay Choden Wangchuck 

Title: Her Majesty the Queen Mother of Bhutan

Date of Birth: May 11, 1963 
Married to His Majesty the Fourth King of Bhutan DrukGyalpoJigmeSingye Wangchuck

Children:

· HRH Prince DashoKhamsumSingye Wangchuck (born October 6, 1985)

· HRH Princess Ashi Eeuphelma Choden Wangchuck (born 1993)

Profile:

Her Majesty the Queen Mother Gyalyum Sangay Choden Wangchuck was born in Thimphu on the 11th of May 1963. She received her primary education in India and later graduated from the United States of America.

Her Majesty’s compassion and interest in the welfare of women, youth and children of the nation leads her to travel extensively throughout the nation interacting actively with all segments of the Bhutanese population. Over the years Her Majesty has been actively involved in promoting social causes, with an emphasis in the areas of health and education in the country.

Her Majesty has a comprehensive understanding of the constraints and the opportunities in the social sector of the country. Her Majesty recognizes the importanceto ensure that health issues are recognized as an integral part of the overall social and economic development process. She believes in the importance of ensuring physical, mental and social well being at the family, community and the national level.

In January 1999, Her Majesty graciously consented to become the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Goodwill Ambassador in Bhutan. In this capacity Her Majesty has been instrumental in accelerating the advocacy campaigns for health services. From remote hamlets to numerous schools that dot the valleys of Bhutan, Her Majesty has spoken to countless Bhutanese citizens on issues ranging from safe motherhood to sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS. Her Majesty is recognized as an advocate for the prevention of HIV/AIDS both nationally and internationally.

Demonstrating tremendous professionalism about her work Her Majesty provides a positive female role model increasing the empowerment of women nationwide. Her compassion and commitment to help the disadvantaged women and adolescents of the society is exemplary. This vision is now being realized through Her Majesty’s initiative, RENEW (Respect, educate, Nurture, and Empower Women) which was established under royal patronage in 2004.
Her Majesty the Queen Mother is particularly interested in promoting the arts in Bhutan and preserving  the country's rich cultural heritage. Her Majesty is the patron of the Textile Museum which was established in 2001; the museum is mandated to collect, preserve, document and exhibit Bhutanese textiles and serve as an educational outreach centre to both local and international audiences. The Royal Textile Academy was inaugurated under Her Majesty’s patronagein 2013 as an educational center for training individuals in the traditional Art of Weaving, thereby preserving and conserving the culture of Bhutanese textiles. Her Majesty’s personal interest in Bhutanese textiles has been instrumental in boosting Bhutan’s textile art spurring both national and international interests. This has not only provided due recognition to the nation’s textiles but has also created a platform at a national and international level for the weavers of the kingdom. 
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 Commemorative Silver Jubilee Medal of His Majesty the Fourth King JigmeSingye Wangchuck (02/06/1999).
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 His Majesty the King JigmeKhesarNamgyal Wangchuck Investiture Medal (06/11/2008)

NBCC (National Board for Certified Counselors) international award of Excellence for mental health awareness


(September 2008)
