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Introduction

In the area of former Czechoslovakia, we could hardly find someone
who has never heard about Comenius, does not know at least some
biographical data about him, and would not be able to name a few
of his works. John Amos Comenius is revered and recognized as
a great figure in the Czech nation’s past, in particular as a pedagog-
ical innovator and a representative of Czech Evangelical exile after
the Battle of White Mountain. Praised as the ‘Teacher of Nations’,
he is well known throughout Europe and even overseas. However,
if we ask the public about the essence of his thinking, the answer
would be less satisfactory. It is not surprising since it is not easy to
understand Comenius. He was remarkably versatile: a noteworthy
philosopher, theologian, man of letters, collector of oral tradition,
editor of hymnals and biblical texts, scholar following the latest sci-
entific discoveries and having intense contacts with many intellec-
tuals across Europe, and at the same time a father of the family
and spiritual shepherd. He excelled in many of these areas, leav-
ing behind his extensive literary work that seems labyrinthine even
to scholars. Today we call such versatile thinkers Renaissance men
and, indeed, Comenius was one of the most notable personages
of the late Renaissance and the early Baroque. The richness and
complexity of his work, encompassing almost all fields of human
activity, along with his personal aspirations and engagement in the
church and society, make it difficult for us to understand the whole
of his work — and leave us with an image of a cold and rigid statue
of an eminent man adorning the public space but almost utterly
misunderstood.



Uvodem

V prostoru byvalého Ceskoslovenska nenajdeme snad nikoho, kdo
by neznal Komenského a nedokdzal o ném uvést alespon par Zivo-
topisnych udaju a vyjmenovat nékolik jeho literarnich dél. Jan Amos
je ctén a uznavan jako velka postava ceské narodni minulosti, pre-
devsim jako inovator pedagogiky a reprezentant pobélohorského
evangelického exilu. Ucitel narodu, jak je vzneSené zvan, neni ne-
znamy ani ve zbylé ¢asti Evropy Ci dokonce v zamorskych zemich.
Asi méné uspokojivych odpovédi Sirsi vefejnosti bychom vsak na-
lezli pfi dotazovani se na podstatu mysleni Komenského. A neni
divu, pochopit jej totiz neni snadné. Tato obtiznost je dana zvlasté
Sifi jeho zajmu, vzdyt byl filosofem, teologem, literatem, sbérate-
lem slovesnosti, poradatelem pisni a biblickych textl, u¢encem
sledujicim nové védecké objevy a udrzujicim Cilé kontakty s inte-
lektualy napfti¢ Evropou, soucasné také otcem rodiny a cirkev-
nim pastyrem. V mnoha z téchto oblasti vynikal a zanechal po
sobé obsahlé dilo sotva prehledné pro odborniky. Dnes tako-
vé osobnosti nazyvame renesan¢nimi a Komensky do této
doby pozdni renesance a pocinajiciho baroka patfi jako je-
den z prednich reprezentant(. Bohatost a vrstevnatost Ko-
menského dila, kterym se proplétaji takrka vSechny obory
lidské Cinnosti i jeho osobni tuzby a cirkevné spolecen-
ska ‘angazovanost, nam dosti znesnadnuji pochopeni
jeho dila jako celku a ¢asto nam tak zlistava obraz
velikana ve strnulé podobé chladnych skulptur,
které zdobi nas verejny prostor, aniz bychom mu

dokazali porozumét.



Understanding Comenius is not easy — and the differing interpreta-
tions of his work that appeared soon after his death bear witness to
that. While Comenius’ works on pedagogy were generally accept-
ed, his optimistic views on the improvement of all mankind and the
proposed remedy were perceived as utopia by many. Comenius
was largely criticized for his strong belief that the remedy would be
easy and close at hand, as human history would culminate in the
Second Coming — the Millennial Kingdom of Christ (chiliasm). On
the one hand, he received sympathy from the renowned German
philosopher G. W. Leibniz, who wrote his famous panegyric in 1671:

‘Blessed old man, who are a new citizen of the genuine world,
the images whereof have already been brought to us by thy
guidance; whether thou freely look upon human things and
foolish divisions from above, or are still haunted by our evil
even there; or whether thou, before the face of God and in the
presence of the Mystery of the Heavens, enjoy thy Pansophy,
which the Earth denied thou — do not give up thy hope: for
thy work shall outlive thee. The seeds that thou planted fell
on fertile soil; and the posterity shall reap thy harvest that
is already growing. Indeed, the Fate shall keep its promises.
It is dawning in the Nature’s mysteries and we may certainly
be happy if we unite in our endeavour. The time shall come,
Comenius, when the noble hosts shall praise thy deeds and
thy hopes’ fair visions.’



Zivot

Jan Komensky se narodil 28. brezna roku 1592 v Uherském Brodé
nebo v nedaleké Nivnici, v etnicky ¢eském regionu na jihovychodnim
pomezi Markrabstvi moravského. Hranice ceského statu s Uhrami
byla prostupna a ¢asto dochazelo k pfesunim obyvatelstva obéma
smeéry. | rod Komenskych mél zfejmé koreny v této sousedni zemi,
jak svéd¢i jeho puvodni jméno Seges. Na konci 16. stoleti jesté dozni-
valo pomérné stastné obdobi prosperity, které zazivala Komenského
rodna zemé. Nepostihla ji vétsi pfirodni
katastrofa ¢i epidemie, rovnovdaha moci
mezi habsburskym panovnikem a stavy
tlumila mozné extrémy v politice a po
strdnce ndboZenské prevazovala toleran-
ce rlznych krestanskych konfesi, jejichz
lité boje se odehravaly jiz prevazné v kni-
hach ¢i na kazatelnach, ne uz se zbrani
v ruce. Rodina Komenskych, tvorena ro-
di¢i Martinem a Annou, ¢tyrmi dcerami
a nejmladSim synem Janem, patfila
k pfednim méstanskym rodinam pocet-
/ # ného meésta Uherského Brodu, podda-

i by i ného tolerantni vrchnosti, a hlasila se
i i ' k Jednoté bratrské. Tato cirkev vznikla
v poloviné 15. stoleti z idedld husitstvi
a z pocatku pro ni bylo obtizné uhjjit
pravo na existenci, byla totiZ povazovdna
za sektu, a to i kaliSniky.

After the death of his parents,
lohn is raised by his aunt
in Straznice.

Po smrti rodicll jo
Jan vychovavan

svou tetou

ve StrazZnici.




The Unity of the Brethren was remarkably cohesive and consist-
ently emphasized discipline. Later it became one of the main bearers
of Renaissance culture and Humanism. Jan Blahoslav (1523-1571),
the Unity bishop, was an eminent figure and his church left behind
a monumental work of a Czech-language translation of the Scrip-
ture — the so-called Bible of Kralice. Even though John Comenius
spent his childhood in the peaceful atmosphere of his hometown
and the orderliness of the Brethren community, it was not a happy
time for him: he lost his parents at the age of twelve and a year
later, in 1605, the country was struck by an unprecedented brutal
war, during which it was plundered by Stephen Bocskai’s Hungarian
insurgents supported by the Turks and Tatars.
This, including the fire of the town of Straznice,
where the young John lived with his aunt, re-
mained deeply engraved in the memory of the
inquisitive child. To make things worse, his rel-
atives with whom he later stayed in the town
of Nivnice neglected his intellectual devel-
opment. The young Comenius could not sat-
isfy the natural need for learning until 1608,
when he enter the Brethren’s higher school in
Prerov. There he soon showed his talents and
abilities and was therefore chosen for a study
in Germany, which was rather expensive. Since
the Unity of the Brethren did not have its own
college, it used to send gifted boys mostly to
Calvinist schools, because Calvinism was clos-
est to the Brethren doctrine and discipline. It was extremely im-
portant for Comenius that he could study at the Herborn Academy
in Nassau (established 1584) between 1611 and 1613. The school,
which emphasized the pedagogical method and the practical im-
plementation of learning, was experiencing its climax at that time.

1605

14
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Moravia pillaged by troops of Stephen Bocskai,

Prince of Transylvania and an enemy of the Habsburgs (spring and summer).

(] Na jare a v |été Morava zpustosena vojsky sedmihradského
(nyni ¢ast Rumunska) knizete Stépdna Bockaje, protivnika Habsburk(.



N taken to Nivnice by his tutors.

Jednota vynikala soudrznosti a kladla dtiraz na disciplinu. Po stran-
ce kulturni patrila posléze k hlavnim nositelim renesancni kultury
a humanismu. Jednota po sobé zanechala zvlasté monumentalni
dilo — ¢esky preklad Pisma — Bibli kralickou; mimoradnou postavou
byl pak Jan Blahoslav (1523—-1571). Détstvi Jana Komenského na-
vzdory poklidné atmosfére Uherského Brodu i sporadanosti bratr-
ské komunity ovSsem stastné nebylo, ve svych dvandacti letech pfisel
o oba rodice a rok poté, v roce 1605, zasahla kraj dlouho nevidana
brutalni valka v podobé drancovani sedmihradsko-uherskymi po-
vstalci Stépdana Bockaje, podporovanymi Turky a Tatary. Valka spolu
s poZarem mésta Straznice, ve kterém mlady Jan po smrti rodica
prebyval u tety, se hluboce vryla do paméti zvidavého di-
téte. Podobné jej poznamenala i nedostateéna péce o du-
Sevni rozvoj od jeho vlastnich pfibuznych v Nivnici, kam
odesel z vypalené Straznice. Nasyceni této pfirozené po-
tfeby dosahl az po roce 1608, kdy byl poslan ke studiu na
vysSi bratrskou Skolu do Prerova. Zde velmi rychle projevil
své nadani a pili, diky ¢emuz byl vybran pro finan¢né na-
ro¢né studium v Némecku. Do této zemé, predevsim na
kalvinsky orientované skoly, posilala Jednota své nadané
chlapce, ponévadZ sama vysokou Skolou nedisponovala
a kalvinismus ji byl vérouc¢né i svou disciplinou nejblize.
Zcela zasadni byl pro Komenského pobyt na vysoké Sko-
le v nasavském Herbornu (Academia Nassauensis, zal.
1584) mezilety 1611-1613. Na Skole, ktera praveé zazZivala
vrcholnd léta své existence, byl kladen dliraz na pedago-
gickou metodu a praktickou realizaci poznatkd.

Straznice is burnt down
by the Bocskai rebels in May.
John, who will not attend

school for next two years, is

V kvétnu vypalili bockajovci
Straznici. Jana se ujali porucnici
v Nivnici. Dva roky pak stravil bez
Skolni dochazky.




Professors Johannes Fischer-Piscator (1546-1625) and Johann
Heinrich Alsted-Alstedius (1588—-1638) influenced the young, nine-
teen-year-old Comenius more than anybody else. A brilliant Bible
scholar and translator, Piscator instilled in Comenius a lifelong
mystical affection for the end of life matters and also for chiliasm,
to which Comenius would resort in hard times. Alsted, only four
years older than Comenius, attracted his pupil to encyclopeadicism.
(Alsted himself was the author of the first German Encyclopaedia.)
During his studies in Herborn, John Amos was inspired by contem-
porary intellectual debates, even without a direct influence from
his teachers. It was there where he met the ideas of Wolfgang Rat-
ke (1571-1635), who used the term ‘didactics’ for the first time.
Ratke condemned the shortcomings of the then

schools that were based on memorizing Latin texts
without the pupils knowing the context and the
substance of the issue. Therefore, like the En-
glish philosopher Francis Bacon (1561-1626),
he proposed a new teaching method, bring-
ing many innovations in education and es-
pecially in language teaching. In practice,
he taught both boys and girls; the children
were divided into classes, educated in their
mother tongue, and teaching was
based on clarity of basic concepts.
All these features would later ap-
pear in works of Comenius.

Francis
Bacon

Moravsti, uhersti a rakousti stavové uzavreli konfederaci.
Rudolf II. postoupil Moravu, Uhry a Rakousy bratru Matyasovi.



Pozdni Komensky projevuje sympatie k dobovému mysticismu, na-
priklad ke hnuti zaloZenému odpadlym jezuitou Jeanem de Labadie
(1610-1674). Labadisté véfili ve vnitini bozské osviceni a pokladali se
za osvobozené od hrichu. Vyznacovali se sdilenim majetku a prisnou
sexualni disciplinou. Komensky se spratelil i s francouzskou vizionarkou
Antoinettou Bourignonovou (1610-1680), usilujici o sebeobétovani ve
prospéch chudych a potrfebnych a odmitajici svétskou cirkev. Tito lidé
stojici na pokraji hlavnich krestanskych proudl sdileli s Komenskym
kromé uslechtilych socidlnich myslenek i chiliasmus. Jeden z posled-
nich Zivotnich boji musel svést se svym byvalym obdivovatelem a li-
terarné plodnym teologem Samuelem Maresiem (1599-1673), ktery
ostfe napadl celé Komenského dilo a usetfil jen
jeho pedagogiku. Komensky se musel branit,
¢imZ ndm zanechal v dile Continuatio ad-
monitionis fraternae nesmirné cennou
autobiografii. Pro ni ¢erpal material
ze svych denik(, bohuzZel vsak ne-
dochovanych. Poslednim dilem
Komenského bylo filosofické
Triertium catholicum (Troj-
uméni obecné). Poslednim
dochovanym dopisem je
nadiktované psani Miku-
|asi Drabikovi do Ledni-
ce z 2. listopadu 1670.
Zemrel 15. listopa-
du v Amsterodamu
a 22. dne tohoto
meésice byl po-
hrfben v nedale-
kém  pevnost-
nim meéstecku

Naardenu.
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Little Insight to the Thought
of John Amos Comenius

Comenius’ work did not die with Comenius, but others took over
control. This is especially true of the General Consultation that was
being prepared for print by his son Daniel Comenius (1646—-1696)
together with Christian Nigrin and Paul Hartmann. The fate of this
essential book illustrates the story of Comenius’ intellectual heri-
tage. Soon after his death, his followers went to work and tried to
raise funds for the publishing of the book in the Netherlands and
England. Although there were still many sympathizers who wanted
to see the great work of Comenius published, they could not find
a sponsor. Gerhard De Geer (1642—-1687), a son of Laurentius De
Geer, who sought to preserve Comenius’ legacy after his death and
funded the printing of several of his works, eventually stopped his
support in 1681. The General Consultation was not published due
to the lack of demand for such a book and even an unfavourable
reception. The Golden Age of the
Netherlands, characterized by the
immense wealth and freedom un-
precedented elsewhere in Europe,
was coming to its end. The war ® FMmiNIATIONE
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Malé nahlédnuti do Komenského mysleni

S Komenskym jeho dilo nezemrelo, vladu nad nim ovSsem prevzali
jini. Tyka se to zvlasté Obecné porady, kterou méli pfipravit k vy-
dani jeho syn Daniel Komensky (1646-1696), Kristian Nigrin a Pa-
vel Hartmann. Na osudu tohoto stéZzejniho dila miZeme pozorovat
pribéh Komenského myslenkového dédictvi. Zahy po jeho smrti se
pokraCovatelé pustili do prace a shanéli podporu pro vydani, v Ni-
zozemi i v Anglii. Ackoliv bylo stadle mnoho sympatizant(, ktefi si
vydani tohoto dila prali, sponzora, ktery by tisk financoval, se najit
nepodafilo. Vavfinclv syn Gerhard de Geer (1642-1687), jenZ se po
Komenského smrti snaZil o uchovani jeho odkazu a zaplatil vydani
hned nékolika jeho dél, nakonec v roce 1681 ukoncil podporu pfi-
pravy Obecné porady k tisku. Dlivodem nevydani byla predevsim
absence poptavky po takovém dile, ba pfimo odpor vici jeho ob-
sahu. V Nizozemsku se uzaviral zlaty veék, vyznacujici se nesmirnym
bohatstvim a mirou svobody jinde v Evropé nevidanou. Po valce
s Anglii ukon¢ené mirem v Bredé roku 1667 zapocal Upadek této do-
sud nejsilnejsi namorni velmoci. Po napadeni Francii zavrazdil v roce
1672 vzboureny lid uslechtilého Jana de Witta, ktery stal v Cele sta-
tu. Zdolat Francouze se podafilo teprve Vilému lll. Oranzskému. Ten
vsak vedl expanzivni politiku, jez vyCerpala stat a pripravila jej o ob-
chodni vyhody. Velmocenskou Stafetu tak prevzala Anglie.



Comenius’ proposals did not comply with the views of the new rul-
ers and were received less than enthusiastically by most denom-
inations, with the exception of the Pietists. Work on the General
Consultation did not continue; only fragments were published and,
even worse, the complete manuscript was lost. (A handwritten
copy made by Nigrin was discovered only much later, in 1934, in
the library of the Halle orphanage, where parts of Comenius’ estate
were found.)

The dawning Age of Enlightenment and rationalism, as represent-
ed by the aforementioned Pierre Bayle, did not accept Comenius’
ideas and even scorned them. Today, we can hardly understand
that harsh condemnation, but we do not share the adulation of
some of his admirers, either. Due to the great scholarly attention
paid to Comenius, especially in the 20" century, our perception of
his personality is more balanced. Libraries are full with books about
him and with editions of his works. We also know better the his-
torical context and the network of relationships he had developed.
The interest of the public is comparable to that of scholars. Come-
nius has become a solid part of the Czech national identity and also
of European awareness as a cornerstone of the humanist ethos on
which Europe is largely based.

Hereinafter, we will briefly deal with
some of the features and inspirational

resources of Comenius’ ideas,

especially with his pedagogical

approaches.



Na pul cesty zUstavaji ti, ktefi u Komenského ocenuji jen samotnou
pedagogiku, jako byli nékdejsi osvicenci, ale i mnohem pozdéjsi
vykladaci jeho dila béhem komunistického rezimu v Ceskosloven-
sku, ktery ve své ideologické predpojatosti nedokazal ocenit tre-
ba jeho knéiské puUsobeni. Komensky byl ucenec Zivota ve vSech
jeho barvach a plnosti, tak i sam Zil. Jeho bohaté dilo, jak jsme se
je pokusili predstavit v Zivotopisné crté a jak je prehledné uvedeno
v nasledném vybéru z jeho literatury, je obdivuhodné svou pestrosti
a hloubkou. Jako ¢lovék krestansky priznavajici svou hrisnost nebyl
prost chyb a omyl. Nékdy aZ na sklonku Zivota poznal, Ze se mylil,
nékdy své ndzory korigoval. Pycha sebevédomych lidi, se kterymi
se dnes precasto setkavdme, mu byla cizi. Stavime-li mu pomniky;,
mulzZeme i tento pokorny postoj pokladat za vyraz jeho velikosti.
Komenského ucebnice slouzily mnoha generacim déti a studentd,
jeho metody recipovala pozdéjsi pedagogicka veéda. Literarni dila
Komenského jsou Ctena napfi¢ generacemi a jsou inspiraci pro dalSi
umeélce. Komensky sehral mimoradnou roli pri ideovém zakotveni
Ceskoslovenska zvla§té v dobé tésné po jeho vzniku. Zbyva otézka,
zda je celek Komenského dila inspirativni i dnes. Zde je tfeba velké
opatrnosti. Oblibené jsou citaty Komenského, dostupné v tisténych
i elektronickych médiich, ale ty mohou byt bez znalosti kontextu
a souvislosti nakonec i matouci a dokonce odporovat intencim au-
tora. A podobné nebezpecné mohou byt snahy o prosté preneseni
jeho navrh( do soucasnosti. Mnoho stran papiru se popsalo treba
o Komenského predvidani Evropské unie, ale uz i vznik Ceskosloven-
ska byl chapan jako naplnéni tuzeb tohoto velikana. V. mnohém zde
jisté miZeme nalézt podobnosti, je vSak tfeba si uvédomit, Ze Ko-
menského uvazovani odpovidalo jeho eschatologickému ocekavani,
blaho a povzneseni lidské spolecnosti sméruje v jeho pojeti k tomu-
to déjinnému vyvrcholeni, zatimco nase soucasné cile jsou ryze po-
zemské. Presto je tfeba Komenského Cist, pfipominat a promyslet
s ohledem na aktuadlni situaci, ponévadzZ pozornost vraci k pravému
lidstvi a jeho uskutecnovani.



A @mkf/

Comenius’ literary work is rich and multifaceted.
It consists of some two hundred writings, from
thin little booklets to large voluminous folios. For
ease of reference, we mention here, in alpha-
betical order, only several works that are really
important or otherwise significant in the context
of this book.
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Vybrané

spisy
Komenského™

Literarni dilo Komenského je bohaté,
mnohavrstevné a Cita kolem dvou set spis,
od drobnych praci az po velké folianty.

Pro snazsi orientaci zde predstavujeme

v abecednim poradi jen nékolik
Comeniovych zasadnich ¢i v kontextu

této publikace dulezZitych praci.

* Zpracovano s laskavym svolenim autora podle
Katalogu spisti Komenského: Jan Kumpera,
Jan Amos Komensky. Poutnik na rozhrani vékda.
Praha-Ostrava 1992, s. 199-323.



(Abraham the Patriarch, c. 1641; published in Amsterdam 1661)

A theatre play written for students of the grammar school at Lesz-
no. Abraham, the Old Testament patriarch, represents the exiled
Protestant clergy; the Lands of the Czech Crown are the Promised
Land; Isaac embodies a new generation that will return to the
homeland; while Sarah is a virtuous Christian woman.

(The Amphitheatre of the Universe, 1624-27)

Intended as a Czech-language encyclopaedia, the work is pre-
served only in segments. Originally, Comenius planned to write
as many as 28 volumes. The greater part of it burned during the
fire of Leszno in 1656.

(Angel of Peace, published in Amsterdam 1667)

A pamphlet addressed to peace negotiators between England
and the Netherlands who met in Breda. The author, who attend-
ed the negotiations in person, calls for universal peace and con-
demns every war.

(The Trombone of the Jubilee Opening before the Czech
Nation, 1631/1632; published in Dutch in Kampen 1632)

The tract describes the liberation of the Czech nation from the
Habsburg rule, using the Biblical metaphor of liberation from the
Babylonian Captivity. The work was inspired by the successful
campaign of the Swedish and Saxon armies.



Abrahamus patriarcha
(asi 1641, vyd. v Amsterodamu 1661)

Divadelni hra pfipravena pro zaky gymnazia v LeSné. Staroza-
konni patriarcha Abraham symbolizuje knéze v exilu, zaslibe-
nou zemi jsou Ceské zemé. Izak prfedstavuje novou generaci,
ktera se vrati do vlasti. Sara je ctnostna krestanska Zena.

Amphiteatrum universitatis rerum
(Divadlo veskerenstva véci, vznik 1624-1627)

117
Dilo se dochovalo jen zlomkovité. Bylo zamysleno jako Cesky

psana encyklopedie — az o 28 knihach. Vétsi cast shorela pfi
pozaru LeSna roku 1656.

Angelus pacis
(Posel miru, vyd. 1667 v Amsterodamu)

Spis uréen vyjednava¢im miru mezi Anglii a Nizozemskem, kte-
fi se sesli v nizozemské Bredé, a Komensky je osobné navstivil.
Autor pozaduje obecny mir a odsuzuje kazdou valku.

Bazuine des genaden jaar voor de Bohemische natie

(Pozoun milostivého léta, vznik 1631/1632,
vydano holandsky 1632 v Kampenu)

Biblickou metaforou vysvobozeni z babylonského zajeti popisu-
je osvobozeni vlastniho naroda z moci Habsburk(. Dilo vzniklo
v atmosfére nadéje po uspésich svédskych a saskych vojsk.



(A Dedication to the Turkish Bible, c. 1667)

A preface to the translation of the Bible into the Turkish lan-
guage, a never-finished project attempted by scholars at the
end of Comenius’ life. Comenius believed that the Turks would
play an important role in the future world order.

(Descartes Disproved by the Mechanists, written and published
in Amsterdam 1659)

Although Comenius had a friendly conversation with Descar-
tes in 1641, the differences between them were obvious and
increased over time. Published after Descartes’ death, the
brochure attacked the Cartesian thinking that only accepted
rational sources of knowledge. As a theologian, Comenius
recognized three main sources of knowledge: senses, reason,
the Holy Scripture.

(The Centre of Safety, 1625; published in Leszno 1633)

One of the ‘writings of consolation’ in which Comenius expres-
ses faith in God who stands at the centre of all things and is
the only source of real security and peace of men. An example
of a tree shows the dependence of the world on the invisible
roots called God. Another example — a wheel — demonstra-
tes the world in the centre of which is God. Only by returning
to the Creator we can find our way out of confusion.

(The Path of Peace, published in Leszno 1637)

A reply to attacks by Utraquist exiles against the Unity of the
Brethren. In Comenius’ opinion, the best response is peace,
concord, love and mutual respect between the different con-
fessions.



proto orientovdn k eschatologickym vécem, kde je i beznadéj
nadéji.

Unum necessarium
(Jedno potrebné, vyd. 1668 v Amsterodamu)

Komenského filosoficko-teologicka zavét. Nazev je inspirovan
pribéhem o JeziSové setkani s Marii a Martou (Luk 10,42). Zde
se nazyvda muzem touhy, ktery marné usiloval o lepsi svét.
Ton spisu je smirlivy, polemiky, rozbroje a valky nezméni svét
k lep$imu. Clovék se méa od nepotiebnych véci obratit k sa-
motnému Bohu.

Vestibulum - Januae linguarum reseratae
vestibulum
(Predsin Dvefi jazykl otevienych, 1632, vyd. 1636 v Lipsku)

Zjednodusena verze Januy.

Via lucis
(Cesta svétla, 1641-1642, vyd. 1668 v Amsterodamu)

Prvni Komenského systematické pojednani o ndpravé svéta,
jeden z jeho zasadnich spisti. Podnétem k vydani dila, vzniklé-
ho v Londyné, bylo vytvoreni tamni u¢ené spolecnosti, o jejiz
zfizeni usiloval a ve které vidél nastroj k realizaci napravy.
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